
college career

By MIKE HERNDON
Sports Reporter

When Lim Windham was in high
school, his mother gave him a good
piece of advice: The best way to
prepare for success is to start
early.

Windham took the advice to
heart. As a junior at Alma Bryant
High who was coming into his own
as a receiver on the Hurricanes'
football team, he started doubling
up on core classes like science and
English with the hope that, when
his senior year rolled around, he
might be able to graduate a semes-
ter early and get a head start on
college.

Fast forward a year. While Wind-
ham's classmates at Bryant are fin-
ishing their senior year, Windham
is enrolled at the University of
South Alabama and running
through spring drills with the Jag-
uars' football team at Ladd-Peebles
Stadium.

ªIt gives you that go-ahead start
with the college transition,º said
Windham, who is the only incom-
ing freshman in the Jags' class of
2009 to enroll early.

Windham said he wanted to get
that head start both in the class-
room, where he hopes to major in
education and become a coach one
day, and on the field, where many
of his USA teammates have trans-
ferred from other colleges.

ªIt's really just trying to adjust to
the speed,º Windham said. ªEvery-
body's just as fast as you are.º
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And that, after all, is what
you want in a champion-
ship tournament, isn't it?
You want excitement, you
want nail-biters, you want
buzzer-beaters, you want a
few upsets to keep things
interesting, but in the end,
you want to find out which
college basketball team is
legitimately the best in the
country. This year, without
equivocation, that team is

The Tar Heels weren't se-
riously challenged through-
out the NCAA tournament,
their narrowest win a
12-point victory over Okla-
homa in the South Regional
final. They grabbed Michi-
gan State by the throat
Monday night and never re-
ally let go, building a
24-point first-half lead and
cruising to the title with an

North Carolina had all
the pieces you need for a
championship team Ð a
tempo-dictating point guard
in Ty Lawson, a strong in-
side game with Tyler Hans-
brough, lethal shooters in
Wayne Ellington and Danny
Green, and a top-drawer
coach in Roy Williams. The
team sputtered when Law-
son was shelved with an in-

tournament, but he came
back with a vengeance in
the Big Dance, breaking the
NCAA record for steals in a
championship game with
eight against the Spartans.

The Tar Heels also set
new championship game re-
cords for points in a half
(55 in the first) and largest
halftime lead (55-34).

The fact that a No. 1 seed
again won the title can be
touted as further proof that
the NCAA selection commit-
tee by and large gets its
brackets right. Two No. 1
seeds, a No. 2 and a No. 3
made the Final Four, and
every No. 1 seed made the

Most of the bubble teams
that made it in with at-large
bids proved their wor-
thiness. Arizona, perhaps
the biggest reach at 19-13
with a 62 RPI, upset fifth-
seeded Utah and then beat
fellow Cinderella Cleveland
State to advance to the
Sweet 16. Maryland and
Michigan, both of whom
made the field as No. 10
seeds, and Wisconsin,
which sneaked in as a No.
12, all won their first-round
games against favored op-

And most of the teams
that had the biggest beefs
about not making it ended
up bowing out of the NIT
quickly. Creighton, which
was snubbed despite a 26-7
record and an RPI of 40,
lost to Kentucky in the sec-
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Hank Aaronspeaks during the Mobile BayBears’ 75th birthday celebration for him on Tuesday at the Arthur
Outlaw Convention Center.

Party time
Hammerin' Hank Aaron honored by

hometown with lavish 75th birthday bash
By MIKE HERNDON
Sports Reporter

Hank Aaron held baseball's most
prestigious record for 33 years, but
one of his favorite memories is
from Mardi Gras in Mobile.

ªIn talking to people all around
the world, talking about Mardi Gras
and what it is, I try to tell them that
Mardi Gras started in Mobile,º Aar-
on said Tuesday. ªOne reason I re-
member it so well is because one
day I was director of traffic on La-
fayette and Davis Avenue.

ªI was the boy scout, directing
traffic. They had two or three po-
lice there watching me, but that
was a great moment for me.º

On Tuesday night, Aaron had an-
other great moment, as his home-
town honored him with a 75th
birthday gala at the Arthur Outlaw
Convention Center.

More than 500 people turned out
to honor Aaron a day before the
35th anniversary of his 715th home
run, which broke the major league
career home run record held by
Babe Ruth. The party was belated,
as Aaron turned 75 on Feb. 5, but
the Hall of Fame slugger said he
was proud to be honored in his
hometown.

ªIt's just a good time to come
here, to see all my friends and to be
back in this city, because it means
an awful lot to me,º Aaron said be-
fore the event. ªThe most impor-
tant thing, really, is to make sure
that all the youngsters here,
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USA's Lim Windham
Bryant High in December and is
now participating in spring drills
with the Jaguars.

Hank Aaronsmiles as he is presented a cake during the Mobile BayBears’
75th birthday celebration for him on Tuesday, a day before the 35th
anniversary of his 715th home run.


